Envirothon 2026 – Oral Presentation
Fifth Category:  “Non-Point Source Pollution:  It Begins at Home!”
Scenario:    
The local Soil & Water Conservation District is in the early stages of applying for an Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) 319 Water Quality Grant for the North Fork watershed.  This grant will provide funds to install water quality improvement practices in the watershed.  
This watershed makes up about 60% of the county and includes three towns.  Because this 319  Grant is a 60%/40% matching grant, IEPA will contribute 60% and 40% must come from non-federal sources.  
You have been tasked with finding matching funds for the project.  You will meet with the local City Councils requesting their support to provide matching funds for the project.  At the City Council meeting you will:

1. Explain changes in watershed ecology that influence NPS pollution (Water cycle, nutrient cycles, carbon cycles, river continuum concept). 

2. Identify major types, sources and pathways of NPS pollution in surface water systems, including stormwater runoff, agricultural fields, and impervious surfaces. 

3. Describe the impacts of NPS pollution on water quality and designated water uses (e.g., recreation, fisheries, drinking water).

One school per county will be required to participate in the group presentation.   If the school has one team, all five members of the team will be required to participate.  If the school has more than one team, members from all teams will be required to participate together.  
The SWCD employee coordinating the Envirothon for their county will be responsible for selecting the team participating in the presentation.   The presentation time will be 5-7 minutes and all team members will be expected to participate.  Visual aids of the non-electronic type maybe prepared prior to the Envirothon, and used for the presentation. 

Good Luck!
